
 

March 19, 2020 

Dear St. John XXIII Families and Friends, 

During this challenging time, please find some comfort knowing that your school family and 

friends are praying for you each minute of every hour, of every single day. These waters may 

be uncharted, but know that God is guiding each one of us on this journey. In Him, we find 

strength, trusting His will.  

First and foremost, I want to extend my sincerest apologies. Earlier this week, among all of 

this turmoil, our communications team overlooked two previously scheduled emails asking for 

donations. Please know that this was a mistake on our end and should not have reached our 

community. We apologize and are extremely sensitive to what everyone is experiencing at 

this time. 

In keeping with our commitment to provide you with updated information during this evolving 

situation, I hope to keep you informed on a continuous basis with information I receive from 

various entities. Below are some updates, resources, FAQs and answers from the 

Milwaukee Archdiocese, and other thoughts and reflections as we navigate through this 

difficult time. At the bottom of this page are some helpful points I want to share with 

you and your family to help keep your family safe. All of these resources (and more) will 

be found on a new section of our website that will launch by the end of the day, Friday, March 

20th. I have also included a very good message that allows us to fall back on our faith and 

relationship with God. Please read this very meaningful message and share with your family 

and friends. 

As a result of last week’s announcement to close our Catholic schools, teachers in Grades 3-8 

launched home-based learning. Grades K-2 are experimenting and learning new technologies 

and providing resources for parents and children. More formal instruction and learning will 

continue after the scheduled Spring Break. Given the extended time our school will now 

remain closed, St. John XXIII is working closely with the Office of Schools at the Archdiocese, 

regional leaders and collaborating with instructional staff across all Deaneries to plan for 

continuity of learning for your children in the weeks ahead. Our Deanery school leaders and 

instructional staff are working diligently to share quality educational materials that recognize 

our students’ diverse needs and interests across all grade levels. See the attached letters 

that were sent to families and students earlier this week regarding schedules, 

resources and other pertinent information. 

ATTENDANCE DURING THIS TIME 

 

The idea of attendance in the implementation of St. John XXIII’s remote learning needs to be 

understood in the context of the unique situation of Covid-19 in the Spring of 2020. St. John 

XXIII School has jumped out as a leader among deanery schools in our preparation and 



ability to continue student learning without skipping a beat. As full implementation of remote 

learning progresses, St. John XXIII’s leadership, faculty and staff will continue to make 

adjustments that make sense with the school’s core mission.  

Attendance in the remote learning environment is about basic engagement in daily learning 

and a way to collect data. St. John XXIII may be one of only a handful of schools in Wisconsin 

attempting daily attendance. The purpose of attendance in the remote setting is to monitor 

basic engagement in daily learning, and not about compliance nor should it be allowed to 

become another stressor to students, families, teachers or staff in our current local, national, 

and global health crisis.  

It is important that St. John XXIII continues to monitor engagement and collect data so that 

teachers can respond if students are experiencing barriers to learning in the remote 

environment such as lack of access to technology, reliable internet, or access to learning 

materials.  It is also extremely important and healthy for students to stay connected to our 

community, to continue learning, and to maintain a daily routine in this unique time. Finally, 

it is important that St. John XXIII continues to document the exemplary education that our 

students deserve and that our families and community have entrusted us to implement, even 

when current events throw us a generationally notable curveball.  

As families, continue to support your student(s) to engage in daily learning through various 

platforms that teachers have chosen to best fit your child’s needs.  

● Our goal is for students to engage in ANY way between 8:00AM - 3:30PM. 

Each teacher has developed a schedule that will work well for them and their students 

and will provide the most flexibility to everyone. We know that family’s schedules are 

changed and students may have to engage beyond those hours- we will remain  very 

flexible. 

● Please email your child’s teacher or the office (sgraykowski@stjohn23rd.school) if your 

child(ren) will not be able to engage in learning with a brief description of the reason, 

and encourage your student to reach out directly to his or her teachers. 

● Learning will be documented through formative and summative assessments, not 

through daily attendance monitoring. 

● “Attendance” in our current remote learning environment is not about compliance or 

compelling compulsory attendance in accordance with the law and school board policy, 

rather a way to measure and monitor student’s engagement in daily learning and a 

way to collect basic data. 

● ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED LATE AND MAY BE WAIVED WITH TEACHER 

PERMISSION. These individual discussions should be had between students, teachers 

and parents. 

CONTRACTS AND PAYMENTS 

 

In light of the fact that the school building will be closed indefinitely, I recognize 

that questions are being raised regarding contracts for the upcoming school year. 

We are actively working to find ways to provide some relief and support for you and your 

family, while ensuring that our school communities can come through this together. I 

recognize that your family may have immediate financial challenges to address. To 



ease that burden, we will be extending the contract due date and $200 fee until 

further notice. If your family is in crisis, please contact me directly. While we cannot solve 

every problem, we will certainly attempt to connect you with resources that can help during 

this challenging time. 

Melissa Wellenstein is available to provide guidance for families who may need assistance 

during this time. More information on these services will be sent in the coming days. Please 

refer to Melissa’s website for contact information or email her directly at 

mwellenstein@stjohn23rd,school. 

All students in Port Washington, regardless of family income or free/reduced lunch status, 

may be eligible to receive free lunches. Lunch pick-up will take place at Port 

Washington High School’s PAC/Auditorium Entrance. 

STEPS TO ACCESS LUNCHES: 

1) Please call our Food Service Director or email him to order meals.Clark Blachy- 

262-268-5541 Or Clark.blachly@pwssd.k12.wi.us 

2) Please provide each of the students names, school they attend and grade level 

3) The number of days of meals 

4) The anticipated time for pick-up 

Meals will be available upon request for pick-up even without contacting us ahead of time, 

however multiple days of meals may not be available. 

Meals will meet Federal Meal Program standards. If you have questions, please feel free to 

contact Clark at the contact information listed above. 

Next week is Spring Break, no lunches will be offered from March 23 to March 27, 

2020. Lunch service will resume on Monday, March 30, 2020. 

Lastly, just as Christ calls us by name St John XXIII’s devoted teachers and dedicated staff 

call your child by name every day. They know their strengths and opportunities for growth. 

They know where they are academically and where they need to be.  

In Christ,  

 

Kristi Klein | Principal, St John XXIII 

“Every Christian must be convinced of his fundamental and vital duty of bearing witness to                

the truth in which he believes and the grace that has transformed him.”  St. John XXIII 

 



COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION OF COVID-19 TEST RESULTS:  
Any official communication regarding confirmed COVID-19 cases within our community or 

district will be directed by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services and the Washington 

Ozaukee Public Health Departments.  Wisconsin Department of Public Health Services 

 

IF YOU ARE EXPOSED TO OR EXPERIENCE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19:  
If you or your student come in contact with someone with COVID-19 or experience shortness 

of breath, fever, or cough, contact your primary physician,or visit the website of Washington 

Ozaukee Public Health Department and contact them for advice . COVID-19 is a Category I 

disease that must be reported immediately to the local health officer, or their designee upon 

identification of a case or suspected case per Wisconsin Statute Section 252.21. 

Please voluntarily report to SJ23 information regarding a student that is under COVID-19 

exposure evaluation or has tested positive for COVID-19 using this LINK. Only administration 

has access to this form. We wish to support families during this time. 

HOW TO TALK TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT COVID-19:  

● Talking to Children about COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - A Parent Resource - National 

Association of School Psychologists, National Association of School Nurses 

● Talking with Children: Tips for Caregivers, Parents, and Teachers During Infectious 

Disease Outbreaks - SAMSHA 

 

PREVENTION:  
There is currently no vaccine to prevent COVID-19. The best way to prevent COVID-19 is to                

avoid being exposed to this virus. However, as a reminder, CDC always recommends             

everyday preventive actions to help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases: 

*CLEAN YOUR HANDS OFTEN 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after 

you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

● If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at 

least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they 

feel dry. 

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

*AVOID CLOSE CONTACT 

● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

● Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your 

community. This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting 

very sick. 

● Take steps to protect others. 

● CDC Update Mass Gatherings / Social Distancing Guidance 

*STAY HOME IF YOU ARE SICK 

● Stay home if you are sick, except to get medical care. Learn what to do if you are 

sick. 

● Cover coughs and sneezes. 

http://www.washozwi.gov/
http://www.washozwi.gov/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/index.htm
http://www.washozwi.gov/
http://www.washozwi.gov/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/252/21
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/252/21
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4Oc0AZ9o5nNoCFqhebGoUC5bl386qLvCdAdhTGnkcVYX_JA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffYX5XL_eUKCocknupn2PH0bi4Ga2fm3KlFRHJyCaWpLkQMA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/02292020_NASP_NASN_COVID-19_parent_handout.pdf
https://store.samhsa.gov/system/files/pep20-01-01-006_508_0.pdf
https://store.samhsa.gov/system/files/pep20-01-01-006_508_0.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html


● Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the 

inside of your elbow. 

● Throw used tissues in the trash. 

● Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap 

and water are not readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that 

contains at least 60% alcohol. 

*WEAR A FACEMASK IF YOU ARE SICK 

● Learn what to do if you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around 

other people (e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare 

provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask (for example, because it 

causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs and 

sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter 

your room.  

● If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for 

someone who is sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be 

in short supply and they should be saved for caregivers. 

*CLEAN AND DISINFECT 

● Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily. This includes tables, 

doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, 

faucets, and sinks. 

● If surfaces are dirty, clean them: Use detergent or soap and water prior to 

disinfection. 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or              

lung disease or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications               

from COVID-19 illness. People who are at higher risk are encouraged to avoid crowds as               

much as possible. Find more information HERE. 
 

USEFUL PREVENTION GUIDANCE FROM THE CDC: 

● When and How to Wash Your Hands 

● Coughing & Sneezing Etiquette 

● Stay Home When You Are Sick 

● Disinfection Recommendations and Products 

 

MESSAGE FROM GOD: 

Society: What about my plans?! 

God: My plans for you are always better than your own. Don't worry. I'm going to work this                  

all out for your good. 

Society: We're not going to get anything done! 

God: That's the point. You know how you keep spinning your wheels—always working,             

moving, doing—but never feeling satisfied? I've given you permission to stop. I've cleared             

your calendars for you! Your worth isn't tied to busyness or accomplishment. All you have to                

do is take care of each other. 

Society: What does this all mean? 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/stay-home-when-sick.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/cleaning-disinfection.html#routine-cleaning
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.americanchemistry.com%2FNovel-Coronavirus-Fighting-Products-List.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CWillis.Kristen%40epa.gov%7C0e69fd08841e49e9c05d08d7baeb9052%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637183393204491234&sdata=uKifsNJXW5yRycnwnUc%2FABtJniUrf37I52ieJdAnby0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.americanchemistry.com%2FNovel-Coronavirus-Fighting-Products-List.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CWillis.Kristen%40epa.gov%7C0e69fd08841e49e9c05d08d7baeb9052%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637183393204491234&sdata=uKifsNJXW5yRycnwnUc%2FABtJniUrf37I52ieJdAnby0%3D&reserved=0


God: It means I'm in control. It means you are human and I am God. It means I've given                   

you a wonderful opportunity to be the light in a dark world. It means you are going to learn                   

to rely on me. 

Society: What are we supposed to do when we can't leave our homes? 

God: Rest. You are always so busy and overwhelmed, crying out to me weary and exhausted.                

Can't you use a break from your fast-paced and over-scheduled lives? Go ahead and rest.               

Pray. Love your families. Be still and spend time with me. 

Society: You mean we're supposed to stay home with our kids all day, every day? 

God: Yes. And you're going to be just fine. This time together is a rare gift. The rush of daily                    

life has come to a halt. Play games. Bake cookies. Work on projects you've never had the                 

time for. Teach them kindness and grace. Show them how to endure difficult circumstances              

and steer them toward me. 

Society: We better start hoarding anything we can get our hands on! 

God: Prevention, yes. Precaution, yes. Preparedness, yes. But after that, it's time to put the               

needs of others before your own. When you see someone in need, help them. Offer up what                 

you have. Do not worry about tomorrow! Haven't I always taken care of you? Now, go take                 

care of someone else. 

Society: Why is this happening? 

God: To remind you that I'm in control. To bring your attention back to me. I'm bringing you                  

together as families and neighbors. I'm showing you patience and perseverance. I'm            

reminding you of your purpose and priorities. Now is the time to learn and teach your                

children what this life is really about. 

Society: We don't know who to believe. 

God: Believe in me. Trust me. Ask me for wisdom and I will surely give it. 

Society: We're scared! 

God: I've got this and I'm with you  


